
Bruno Schwagten graduated as a cardiologist in September 2007. In Oktober 2007, he started his fellowship in 
clinical Electrophysiology at the Thoraxcenter, Erasmus MC, Rotterdam, the Netherlands under the supervision of 
Prof. Dr. L. Jordaens. He completed his PhD thesis entitled `Faster, safer and better catheter ablation?` under the 
auspices of Prof. Dr. L. Jordaens and Dr. T. Szili-Torok. He works as an electrophysiologist at the Middelheim hospital 
in Antwerp, Belgium. He is trained in working with all common tools used in electrophysiology such as cryotherapy,  
radiofrequency ablation, CARTO and Ensite systems, but his major expertise is performing electrophysiologic 
procedures remotely using the Magnetic Navigation System. He is a board member of the nucleus of the Belgium 
Heart Rhythm Association and faculty of the Society of Cardiac Robotic Navigation.
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Dr. Shih-Ann Chen, MD from Kaohsiung Medical University in Taiwan, is Professor of Medicine at National 
Yang Ming University School of Medicine, Chief of Cardiology in Taipei Veterans General Hospital, Taiwan, also 
Adjunct Professor at Case Western Reserve University, Ohio, USA. He has more than 20 years of work experience 
in arrhythmology. Shih-Ann Chen is one among the first two pioneers in the world to develop the atrial fibrillation 
ablation technique. His outstanding academic achievements include investigation of the pathophysiology of focal 
atrial tachycardia, thoracic veins as atrial fibrillation initiator, and ablation technique for atrial fibrillation. In the 
year 2010, he was honored with Simon Dack Award for Outstanding Scholarship from the American College of 
Cardiology, USA.

Dr. Shih-Ann Chen, MD

He is a Professor of Cardiology, Vice Chairman of the Department of Cardiovascular Medicine and Director of 
Clinical Electrophysiology at the University of Debrecen in Debrecen, Hungary. Dr. Csanadi’s clinical interests cover 
the wide range of clinical electrophysiology including both device and catheter based therapies. His research activities 
have recently been focused on the clinical efficacy and safety of single-shot ablation technologies for the treatment of 
atrial fibrillation. Dr. Csanadi is board member of the Hungarian Society of Cardiology currently serving as President 
of the Scientific Committee of the Society.

Dr. Zoltan Csanadi, MD, PhD, FESC

He is a clinical research associate and a cardiac fellow aspiring electrophysiologist in the Department of 
Cardiology at the Bispebjerg University Hospital, Denmark. After his medical degree he earned a doctorate (PhD) 
in cardiovascular sciences from University of Copenhagen, and a post-doctoral research fellowship at the University 
of Rochester Medical Center, NY, US working with the MADIT study group. Dr. Ruwald’s research interests are in 
clinical cardiac electrophysiology, with an emphasis on device therapy for heart failure and ventricular arrhythmias, 
and risk stratification and epidemiology of syncope. Dr. Ruwald has published more than 50 scientific manuscripts.

Dr. Martin H. Ruwald, MD, PhD

Dr. Galati graduated at the University of Salento (Italy), where she finished her PhD thesis in 2013. Her main 
research interest is represented by the study of the genetic mechanisms of cardiac arrhythmias, especially atrial 
fibrillation and malignant ventricular arrhythmias.

Dr. Francesca Galati, MD, PhD

Dr Sami graduated from Cairo University in 1969. He emigrated to Canada in 1971. He specialized in cardiology 
and obtained his FRCP(c) in 1976 and has subsequently trained in clinical research and clinical electrophysiology 
at Stanford University, from 1977-1979. He is currently professor of medicine at McGill and a senior Cardiologist 
at the Mc Gill University Hospital Center (MUHC). His main interest is clinical arrhythmia management and  
research as well as teaching. He has published more than 200 manuscripts as well as numerous abstracts and book 
chapters on arrhythmias and antiarrhythmic drugs.

Dr. Magdi Sami, MB,BCH; FRCP(C), FACC, FAHA
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Maria Dons finished her bachelor-degree in Medicine from the University of Copenhagen, Denmark in 2013. 
Maria has demonstrated a very early interest in the field of cardiology as she has been part of the research group at 
the Department of Cardiology at Gentofte Hospital, Copenhagen, since 2012. Her research is primarily concentrated 
on patients with atrial fibrillation and at her young age she has presented her research on several international 
conferences.

Dr. Maria Dons, MD

Dr. Yalin is a cardiologist at Bursa State Hospital in Turkey. In 2012 he obtained the Diploma of Specialist in 
Cardiology at Istanbul University. His research interests include scar related ventricular arrhythmias, cardiac magnetic 
resonance imaging. He has published more than 20 publications in national and international peer reviewed journals 
on pacing and electrophysiology.

Dr. Kivanc Yalin, MD

Dr. Vroomen graduated as a MD in 2012 at the Maastricht University (The Netherlands), and started working as 
SHO in cardiothoracic surgery at the Catharina Hospital in Eindhoven. After 1.5 years she switched to cardiology 
at the Maastricht University Medical Center, where she is currently working to obtain her PhD degree under the 
mentorship of Prof. Dr. Harry Crijns and Dr. Laurent Pison. Her primary research interest concerns hybrid AF 
ablation.

Dr. Mindy Vroomen, MD

He is an Assistant Professor of Medicine at Duke University, Medical Director of the Duke Heart Failure Same 
Day Access Clinic, and the Department of Medicine Director of Education IT Innovations. He is also a member of 
Duke Clinical Research Institute Health Services Research Group and Center for Educational Excellence.

Dr. Zubin Eapen, MD, MHS

Dr. Duygu Kocyigit is currently working as a research assistant at Department of Cardiology, Hacettepe University 
Faculty of Medicine, where she had also earned her doctor of medicine degree. She is interested in clinical research 
in cardiovascular disease and has presented and published several scientific papers.
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